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GUIDELINES FOR CONDUCTING AND REPORTING A COURT
REQUESTED/ORDERED ADOPTIVE ASSESSMENT

The Division may be requested/ordered by the juvenile court to complete an
investigation of a family who has petitioned to adopt a child. The requirements relating
to these investigations (assessments) are found in chapter 453, RSMo. The court will
use the assessment to determine if it should allow the adoption. Therefore, it is
important that the assessment be completed in a thorough and timely manner.

Chapter 453 differentiates between a court requested/ordered adoptive assessment
where a child has been placed with the prospective adoptive family pursuant to a court
order and one where there was no court order prior to the transfer of custody. The
length of time staff has to initiate and complete the assessment depends on whether or
not the child was placed pursuant to a court order.

In those situations where the child was placed by an appropriate individual/agency,
section 453.070, RSMo, mandates that an investigation (assessment) of the adoptive
placement be completed and a report submitted to the court within 90 days. The court
may direct the Division to complete this investigation.

Section 453.110, RSMo, requires the court to order Children’s Division (CD) to conduct
an investigation (assessment) and submit a report when a child is placed in the custody
of another person/agency before obtaining the court's authority to do so. This section
requires CD to initiate the investigation within 48 hours and submit a report to the court
within 30 days. The assessment should include the same information as required in
section 453.070, RSMo. However, staff should place greater emphasis on the specifics
surrounding the placement of the child. Staff should attempt to locate and interview the
birth parents. This information will allow the court to determine if the placement was
appropriate and if the birth parents agree to the adoption.

Staff may, in the course of their duties, become aware of a child's placement which is not
in compliance with the law. In these situations, staff should immediately notify the court
and provide any pertinent and identifying information.

Staff should refer to this attachment of this section, to complete the majority of the
adoption assessment and the report. However, the following information shall be added
when completing an assessment and report as required under chapter 453, RSMo. If
the child has not yet been placed in the home, the information about the child's
adjustment in the home can be omitted.

CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE CHILD'S PLACEMENT WITH THE FAMILY

a) Original reason and circumstances surrounding the child's placement and
when. Was adoption anticipated when the child was placed? Was the plan
at the time for the parents to resume custody?
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b) What was the child's health at placement? What was the child's
understanding of the reason for placement? How did the child feel about the
placement?

c) Did any money or other considerations change hands at or subsequent to the
placement? If so, obtain the particulars.

IDENTIFYING INFORMATION OF THE CHILD AND ADJUSTMENT TO THE FAMILY

Description of the child

a) Age, race/ethnicity and birth date;

b) Physical and mental condition. This should be confirmed by a statement from
the child's physician. If the child's condition suggests that a mental or
psychological evaluation would be important, this should be requested from
the family and results noted in the report. If the family refuses, the court
should be provided with this information;

c) Developmental history;

d) Special needs and potential eligibility for adoption subsidy.

Describe the child's emotional adjustment in the home and his/her desire to remain.

Describe how the family has met the physical, mental, intellectual and special needs of
the child. Describe the child's relationship with each member of the family.

INTERVIEW WITH THE BIRTH PARENTS

Staff should attempt to make contact with and interview the birth parents, especially
when there has been an improper placement. The following information should be
obtained:

What was the original reason the child was placed with the prospective adoptive family?
What is their current intent regarding the child? Are they aware that the prospective
adoptive family wants to adopt the child? What are their feelings regarding this
adoption?
Background history and current status including:

a) Age, race/ethnicity;

b) Employment and educational history;
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c) Marital status;

d) General medical and mental health currently and at the time the child was
placed;

e) Life history as it specifically relates to the child's development and decision to
place the child for adoption;

f) Current relationship with the child and the prospective adoptive family;

g) Other information which will assist the court in determining the parents'
situation currently and at the time of the placement;

Have they signed a consent to adoption or any other documents which pertain to
transfer custody;

Did they receive any compensation or money for the placement of the child? If so,
gather particulars.

INTERVIEW WITH THE PROSPECTIVE ADOPTIVE FAMILY

|Related Subject: Chapter 2.2.2, of this section, Mutual Assessment Process.

Staff should gather the following information relating to the family's relationship with the
child:

a) Why is the family interested in adopting the child;

b) Assess whether or not they can meet the physical, emotional, intellectual and
special needs of the child on an ongoing basis;

c) What is their personal relationship with the birth parents and do they
anticipate this relationship will change after the adoption?
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